Global impact of nephropathies.
The global burden of chronic kidney disease (CKD) has increased substantially in recent years, partly attributed to the global epidemic of diabetes mellitus. In many countries including China, glomerulonephritis was the most common cause of end stage renal disease (ESRD). The mortality rate of dialysis patients can be as high as patients with colon, breast and prostate cancers. CKD has important socio-economic impact on the healthcare system and society. Increasing awareness and early detection of CKD cannot be overemphasized. In places where healthcare resources are limited, peritoneal dialysis first policy has allowed local governments and health authorities to maximize healthcare resources to provide renal replacement therapy for more ESRD patients. In conclusion, management of CKD remains a global health challenge and continued medical research is most important.